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Abstract 

Biodiversity refers to all life forms on earth including the various plants and animals, the 

gene they contain and ecosystem they form.Biodiversity conservation is a very vital tool for 

economic development and poverty alleviation in every nation as it provides measures for 

incentive utilization of natural resources as well as making them available for aesthetic, 

economic, recreational and ecological values. In spite of the laws, policies and strategies 

available to guide natural resource conservation, biodiversity is declining at an alarming rate 

becauseof increased natural and anthropogenic processes. These includeurbanisation, 

industrialization, deforestation, desertification, erosion, flooding, wildfire,etc.This reviewed 

paper aimed at evaluating some biodiversity conservation laws, and their impact on Nigerian 

development.Some existing laws,legislations and conventions relevant to biodiversity 

conservation in Nigeria were stated and their impact on Nigerian biodiversity, and 

environment were alsodiscussed. The reason for poor implementation of those laws were 

analyzed base on facts and eventually suggestions were made on how to abate the problem of 

poor implementation of biodiversity conservation law. 
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Introduction 

Biodiversity refers to the variety and 

variability of life on earth. It measures the 

variation in genetic, species and ecosystem 

level. It refers to all life forms on earth, 

which include the various plants and 

animals, the gene they contain, and 

ecosystem they form (Mutia, 

2009).Biodiversity conservation is a very 

vital tool for economic development and 

poverty alleviation in every nation as it 

provides measures for incentive utilization 

of natural resources as well as making 

them available for aesthetic, economic, 

recreational and ecological values.  

 

Nigeria occupies a unique geographic 

location in Africa.Its geographic features 

endow her with one of the richest 

biodiversity in the continent. Its diversity 

of natural ecosystems ranges from semi-

arid to savannah to mountain, forest and 

seasonal flood plain environment, 

rainforest, vast fresh water swamp forest 

anddiverse coastal vegetation although the 

role of biodiversity in national 

development is generally appreciated even 

among policy experts, Information on 

Nigeria‘s extremely diverse biological 

heritage is very limited (NBSAP 1998). 

Inspite of the laws, policies and strategies 

available to guidenatural resource 

conservation,biodiversity is declining at an 

alarming rate because of various natural 

and anthropogenic processes. These 

include urbanisation, industrialization, 

deforestation, desertification, erosion, 

flooding, wildfire,etc. 

 

Developing countries face major problems 

of appropriating the global benefits of 

sustainable use of biodiversity, much of 

the biodiversity that needs saving resides 

in the developing world. Simply because 

biodiversity conservation is not, 

understandably, a priority for the 

developing world (David and Dominion, 

1994). There are many cases where 

biodiversity investment ―pays‖. Wetlands 

with the potential for human use, and 

tropical forests are perhaps the clearest 

examples, (David and Dominion, 1994). 

 

Effective implementation of biodiversity 

conservation law will favour 

bioprospecting (the purposeful evaluation 

of wild biological materials in search of 

valuable new products). This according to 

Ohorugu and Okoyeh(2014) will increase 

the wealth of the country, especially when 

properly regulated such that benefits 

derived from it are invested in 

technologies geared towards conserving 

the databank of the bio resources, or the 

provision of the needs of the local peoples 

whose practices mount undue pressure on 

the resources, thus, a viable tool for 

resource conservation. 

 

Information on Nigeria‘s extremely 

diverse biological heritage is very limited 

although the role of biodiversity in 

national development is generally 

appreciated even among policy experts. 

The individual components of biodiversity 

– genes, species, and ecosystems provide 

our society with a wide array of goods and 

services(NBSAP, 1998). Although, many 

studies were conducted on biodiversity 

conservation, there is scarcity of literature 

that asses the reason why biodiversity 

conservation law failed in Nigeria as well 

as its impact on Nigerian development. As 

such, this article aimed at evaluating some 

biodiversity conservation laws, and their 

impact on Nigerian development. 

 

Aims and objectives 

The aim of this paper is to show how 

biodiversity conservation laws are poorly 

implemented and the implication of that on 

Nigerian biodiversity and development. 

Meanwhile the paper has developed the 

following objectives. 

i. To show the existing biodiversity 

conservation laws and their impact on 

Nigerian environment. 

ii. To identify the reasons for the poor 

implementation of biodiversity 

conservation law in Nigeria. 
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iii. To proffer some solutions by providing 

recommendation which will help in 

solving the identified problems. 

 

Methodology 

Method adopted in this paper is to 

highlight literatures on biodiversity laws in 

Nigeriaand included any report on some 

laws, policies, strategies, treaties or 

convention regarding biodiversity 

conservation within or outside Nigeria. 

Most of the documents were 

systematically selected from various 

publications downloaded from the internet. 

Some existing laws, legislations and 

convention related to biodiversity 

conservation in Nigeria. Several laws were 

promulgated to guide natural resources in 

Nigeria, however, there is lack of clear and 

consistent national policy on biodiversity 

conservation. The following are some of 

the laws that are relevant to biodiversity 

conservation. 

 

The Natural Resources Conservation Act 

1989: The Natural Resources Conservation 

Act is the most direct existing piece of 

legislation on natural resources 

conservation. The Act establishes the 

Natural Resources Conservation Council, 

which is empowered to address soil, water, 

forestry, fisheries and wildlife 

conservation by formulating and 

implementing policies, programmes and 

projects on conservation of the 

country‗snaturalresources. 

Federal Environmental Protection Agency 

Act (Chapter 131, Laws of the Federation, 

1990): The Federal Environmental 

Protection Act was promulgated to protect 

the country‗s environment from 

degradation. It establishes the Federal 

Environmental Protection Agency (FEPA), 

which promotes natural resources 

conservation in the country through 

stringent environmental policy guidelines 

on effluent limitation, water quality and 

uses, management of soil and hazardous 

waters, as well as prevention of pollution 

of the air, land and the waters of Nigeria. 

 

The Environmental Impact Assessment 

Act (no 86 of 1992): This Act requires that 

environmental impact assessment must 

first be carried out before any project 

likely to affect the natural environment 

could be undertaken. Its purpose is to 

protect all lands in the country from 

environmental effects of industrial and 

developmental activities.Endangered 

Species (Control of International Trade 

and Traffic) Act 11of1985: This Act 

makes provision for conservation and 

management of the country‗swildlife and 

protection of some of the country‗s rare 

and endangered species. The Act expressly 

prohibits the hunting, capture of, or trading 

inany of the 91-animal species classified 

as endangered wildlife and listed in 

schedules 1 and 2 of the Act. 

 

The National Parks Decree (Decree No 36 

of 1991): The Act was promulgated to 

provide a protective sanctuary for wildlife 

species as well as to promote and preserve 

the beauty and conservation of the 

country‗s natural vegetation. Six national 

parks were accordingly established under 

the Act. It restricts hunting, fishing and 

destruction of trees, setting of fires in and 

around established parks. This has been 

subsumed in the National Parks Act of 

1999, which created two additional 

national parks. 

 

Beside these laws,there are other 

strategies,conventions and policies Nigeria 

that are engaged purposely for biodiversity 

conservation. A very important one 

directly related to this subject matter isthe 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

in 1992; Rio de Janeirounder the United 

Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development (UNCED)/ Earth Summit. 

The convention was inspired by the 

growing concern all over the world for 

sustainable development, which aimed 

atconservation of biological 

diversity,sustainable use of its components 
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and a fair and equitable sharing of its 

benefits. 

 

The impact of the above laws and 

convention on Nigerian environment 

Despite the provisions of the above laws, 

conventions and many other policies, 

strategies and action plans, similar study 

conducted by (Ezenwaka&Abere, 2011; 

Eneh and Okezie, 2001,2008and 

2011)reveals that government policies on 

natural resources conservation has failed to 

produce the desired result due to weak 

legal framework and regulatory 

infrastructure. As cited by Eneh(2011), 

Ifeanyi(2002) reported an incident where 

Kaduna Industrial Complex causes 

environmental pollution that claimed that 

they could not afford cleaner technologies 

that meets international standards(though 

the government has presently intervened). 

This incidence is similar to what is 

presently faced by residents 

neighbouringSharada Industrial estate in 

Kano State.  Amoru (2000) suggested that, 

this could be due to policies that had 

vestiges of colonial interests and did not 

address the conservation requirements of 

the local people. Further, these policies 

were designed and imposed fromthe top 

management without any regard to the 

importance in sustaining the livelihoods of 

people. This also prevent them from 

having access to their own resources 

located within their neighborhood 

(Ezenwaka&Abere 2010). Poaching and 

illegal timber harvesting is still rampant 

within and around forest reserves. 

According to The NBSAP report of 2016-

2020, Poor legislative enforcement has 

been and still is a glaring setback for 

biodiversity conservation in Nigeria. The 

National Parks that are repository of much 

of Nigeria‘s biodiversity have faced 

serious threats of poaching in recent years, 

losing not only wildlife but also Rangers to 

poachers. Everywhere in Nigeria, 

biodiversity related laws are broken openly 

due to low public awareness on 

biodiversity and lack of capacity for law 

enforcement agents to deal with issues of 

concern. 

 

More so, despite the Convention on 

Biological Diversity,the need to 

demonstrate the importance of 

conservation remains as strong as it ever 

was, perhaps stronger, because the rate at 

which biodiversity is loss everyday 

increases at an alarming/danger rate 

(David and Dominion, 1994) and the 

resultant effect of biodiversity loss are 

being experienced in all the regions of 

Nigeria. 

 

Reasons for the poor implementation of 

biodiversity conservation law in Nigeria 

i. Poverty: In Nigeria, poverty is directly 

linked to biodiversity loss. This is because 

rural livelihoods depend almost entirely on 

biodiversity. In order to address 

biodiversity concerns, the problem of 

poverty must be addressed by providing 

alternative livelihood options to rural 

communities.  

ii. Lack of funding: According NBSAP 

report, funding for environmental 

conservation is severely limited despite the 

establishment of an Ecological Fund which 

receives 2% of the Federation Accounts to 

tackle environmental problems particularly 

erosion and desertification control, oil and 

gas pollution and biodiversity 

conservation. In the past 4 years, the 

environment sector has received less than 

0.2% of the total annual budgetary 

provisions of government. When 

compared to other environmental 

programmes, biodiversity conservation has 

received even less government attention. 

iii. Corruption:This is another major 

factor threatening the future of Nigeria‘s 

biodiversity. The collapse of logging 

controls in Nigeria is traced to corruption 

of forestry officials and this indirectly 

affects all other natural resource-based 

products (NBSAP, 2015). Endemic 

corruption and greed,characterize the 

people in Nigerian government and impact 

EIA process (Eneh, 2011).Corrupt 
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politicians have aided the de-reservation of 

many biodiversity rich areas for non-

sustainable reasons, thereby jeopardizing 

all past efforts at saving and protecting 

biodiversity(NBSAP, 2015). Nigerian 

leaders and even followers have not paid 

any lip service the crusade to find a lasting 

solution to the service problem of 

corruption(Keeper, 2011) 

iv. Others:Others include poor 

implementation of biodiversity 

conservation law: poor public awareness 

on biodiversity conservation, weak policy 

makers, neglect of indigenous knowledge, 

inadequate institutional capacity and non-

integration of biodiversity concerns.Lack 

of public participation in formulation and 

implementation and lack of coordination 

between the agencies involved, lack of 

effective monitoring and enforcement nits 

selfish interest as well as none chalant 

attitude of both the leader and the citizens( 

NBSAP, 2015; Nwafor 2006;Eneh, 2011) 

 

Conclusion 

This paper has shown that existing laws 

and legal framework relating to 

biodiversity conservation are inadequate 

and ineffective. Therefore, a more 

proactive approach will contribute 

immensely to more proactive biodiversity 

conservation in Nigeria. It is very 

unfortunate that, despite Nigeria‘s 

engagement in international convention 

and treaties, with the provisions of laws, 

policies strategies and action plans by the 

government to ensure sustainable 

development, these policies seem to have 

exerted little or no effect on the citizens 

and the ecosystem at large. Therefore, the 

paper recommended the followings in 

order to safeguard and conserved Nigeria‘s 

biodiversity  

 

i. Strong and vibrant legal framework that 

act upon the destructive industrial 

activities threatening Nigerian 

environment.Any culprit found guilty of 

violating any of the conservation law 

should be fined or jailed depending on the 

intensity of his crime accordingly. 

ii. The menace of corruption should be 

tackledwithin Nigerian environment, 

especially Ministry of Environment, and 

Nigeria National Park Service. 

iii. Nigerians develop self-discipline and a 

friendly attitude towards their environment 

and the biodiversity at large.  

iv. Adoption of bottom-up approach 

(Ezenwaka&Abere, 2010; NBSAP, 

2015)in conserving natural resourcesrather 

than the top-bottom approach, which are 

often ineffective. 

v. Changing government and popular 

perceptions about biological resources will 

show that the sustainable use of 

biodiversity has positive economic 

value,and that this economic value will 

often be higher than the value of 

alternative resource uses which threaten 

biodiversity. 

vi. Public access to information about the 

state of biodiversity and ecosystems can 

contribute to better policies and better 

management. 

vii. In order to strengthen the moral fabric 

of the society family units should rise up 

to their primary responsibility of giving 

the first lessons in self-discipline. 

viii. Government should introduce poverty 

alleviation programme especially for the 

unemployed residing in rural areas where 

bio resources are seen as common goods. 
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